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	 “If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ siDeth 
on the right hand of God.  Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.” 

	 The assumed premise of this statement is that Christ is Risen.  Amen?  Yes, He is risen 
indeed!  Humanity has always struggled to accept the bodily Resurrection of Jesus.  But does 
the Christian faith make any sense if Christ is not bodily risen?  First, everywhere that the 
resurrection is mentioned in scripture, it is assumed to be a bodily resurrection.  No where 
are we led to believe that this was some sort of spiritual, non-corporeal resurrection.  How 
would the disciples even discern some kind of spiritualized resurrection?  Maybe through 
dreams or mass hallucinations of some kind, but such explanations do not comport with the 
scriptural account. 
	 In the gospel this morning, Mary Magdalene, Simon Peter, and the disciple that we 
understand to be John, all went to the tomb where Jesus was buried and saw that the stone 
which had blocked the tomb was rolled away and that the body of Jesus was not to be found. 
	 In other portions of the scripture, we see Jesus appearing to the disciples and eating 
and drinking and being touched by them.  At the end of the Gospel of John we see that Jesus 
had prepared a breakfast for the disciples.  John himself begins his first general epistle with 
these words, “That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen 
with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of 
life….”  John is asserting that He and many others heard, saw, touched Jesus Christ.  How 
many?  St. Paul says at the end of his First Epistle to the Corinthians: 

For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for 
our sins according to the scriptures; 

And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the 
scriptures: 

And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: 

After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part 
remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep. 

After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles. 

And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time. (1 Cor 15: 3-8; 
emphasis added) 

So we too assert here at Christ the King Anglican Church, with the Church of all ages, that 
Jesus Christ is risen bodily.  This is not a spiritualized resurrection. 
	 Why then is it so difficult for so many to believe this?  First, our logic is unsound.  
Unbelievers start with their own presuppositions and then work backwards to the 
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impossibility of the resurrection.  If the beginning premise is that “the physical world is a 
closed system” and therefore “only mechanistic processes according to the commonly 
understood laws of nature are allowed,” then of course there can be no resurrection.  But this 
is not the claim of the Easter story.  God exists out of nature.  He is the Creator, and He is not 
bound by natural processes.  If God can create everything from nothing, then why can't He 
turn water into wine?  Why can't He feed 5000 men and that many more women and children 
from five loaves of bread and two fishes?  Why can't He be raised from the dead?  Our 
starting point must be that God is Creator; and once this premise is allowed, then miracles do 
not cause conflicts with our understanding of nature. 
	 Secondly, what difference does it make?  The difference is that a spiritualized, non-
corporeal “resurrection” turns Christianity into a merely subjective religion.  In other words, 
Christianity is reduced to a narrative that one tells oneself to soothe the tragedy of life.  It 
allows a pretense of spirituality without any real demands upon the individual.  We are left 
with a religion very much like the eastern pantheistic religions, and if you consider the 
mainline churches, which have largely ceased from believing in any orthodox Christian 
doctrine or ethics, this is exactly what is left.  “Let's come together, sing songs that make us 
feel good, and then live the rest of the week however we wish.  We might be sinful, but at 
least we feel good about ourselves.  We might be burdened by guilt, but I've got a pill to help 
with that.  We might be eternally estranged from God, but they tell me at my church that God 
isn't actually real, God is just an internal good feeling.”   
	 Please don't get me wrong here.  There may be sincere and honest followers of Jesus in 
these churches.  But their participation in such institutions, far from strengthening their faith, 
actually undermines their faith and makes them ineffectual for the Kingdom of God.  In fact, 
they are in a very real sense working for the enemy in supporting and spreading the lies of 
apostates.  They are bringing others to perdition. 
	 On the other hand, since the bodily Resurrection of Christ is not only possible, but is 
actual fact, this means that we have a real and living God working in us and in the world.  
This means that our sins have been washed clean by the Blood of the Lamb, that the Spirit of 
God now lives in us to bring us to perfection and to build us into a real community, the 
Church of God.  This means that we are truly united to Jesus Christ and therefore, truly 
united to each other.  The bodily resurrection of Jesus means that we will exist with Him in 
eternity, not being un-personed into a lake of cosmic nothingness, but finding our true 
personhood, the most glorious and beautiful version of ourselves, so that we can eternally 
share that beauty with all of our brothers and sisters and with God Himself.  It means being 
free from the guilt of sin and being liberated from the shame of our guilt.  It means life eternal 
without sadness, pain, or privation in the very presence of the author of our lives.  It means 
that our life is hid with Christ in the heavenly places.  In His Resurrection, we are resurrected. 
	 So set your mind on things above.  Long for that day when we will be in our eternal 
home.  What will this be like?  Perhaps think of that activity in this world that you really 
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enjoy.  Imagine being able to do that thing forever, never tiring, always challenged, always 
growing in skill and enjoyment, always finding genuine satisfaction in ones creative abilities, 
and always giving enjoyment to others through one's work and receiving just praise, which 
results in making you eternally grateful to your Creator.   
	 Of course this must be a faulty aDempt at describing eternity in God's presence, but 
how does one explain the promise of heavenly life that is made to us because of the 
Resurrection of Jesus?  “But as it is wriDen, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have 
entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him” (I 
Cor. 2:9). 
	 Our words fail; but God does not fail.  He does not disappoint;  He exceeds all 
expectations.  And we know this to be true because Christ is Risen, He is Risen Indeed.  The 
Lenten fast is behind us.  The bridegroom has come, so let us feast in our celebrations.  Let us 
feast with joy and gusto!  And let us feast around the Lord's Table, receiving this day a 
foretaste of the eternal feast to come, granted us by our Resurrected Lord.  Amen.


